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This paper explores the disability policy orchestrated by the Allied Forces and the lives of Japanese
disabled veterans from 1945 to 1952. Following Japan’s surrender, two principal goals of the Allied
countries, democratization and demilitarization, played a decisive role for shaping the treatment of
Japanese disabled veterans. In line with the twin goals, the PHW (the U.S.-led Public Health and Welfare
Section (PHW) of General Headquarters(GHQ)) sought to forbid preferential treatments for disabled war
veterans. PHW intervened at every turn particularly when the Japanese government violated fair
treatment by making special provision for disabled war veterans. As alternative measures for preferential
assistance to disabled veterans, the Japanese government adopted more inclusive welfare policies that
provided equal assistance to veterans and non-veterans (1946 Daily Life Protection Law). Also with the
introduction of the Law for the Welfare of Physically Disabled Persons of 1949, both GHQ and the PHW
assumed that they would be consistent with the GHQ occupation policy, and would address desperate
demands from Japanese citizens in the chaotic years. However, many Japanese disabled veterans still

faced struggle to survive.



