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There are many barriers in the legal system facing persons with disabilities (PWD) in
Japan. Disqualifying clauses on disabilities (DCD) are one of the typical barriers faced.
DCD eliminate PWD from being licensed or certified in various fields and make it
impossible for PWD to gain social status and occupy professional positions. Thus, many
places in society exist without PWD. So accommodation for PWD has not even become an
issue.

There are strong and persistent movements of PWD to eradicate DCD and the Japanese
government started to remove DCD in the late 1990s. The government , however, later
decided to reconsider 63 DCD out of the hundreds. This governmental reconsideration of
the accommodation for PWD has now become a serious issue.

In this paper, we describe the present situation of DCD. Then we analyze the revising
process of the government and consider of the validity of the accommodations since their
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existence hinders PWD participation in the society. The DCD is a serious issue now
because it is inconsistent with the convention on the rights of person with disabilities.

Disqualifying clauses on disabilities, legal barriers, reasonable accommodation, convention
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