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This paper had taken an attempt to analyze the historical process of selecting children who
were required to enter a special class in elementary schools located in Tokyo. The resulting
analysis produced following insights: 1. The special class in elementary schools located in
Tokyo was at first established for the purpose of under-performing children.2. In the first half
of 1920s, the under-performing children were selected only on the basis of their academic
achievement. Nevertheless in the last half of 1920s, they were selected also on the basis of

their intelligence quotient. The results indicated that many feeble-minded children were



selected as enrolled students in the special class. 3. Teachers in the special class were under
the impression that the divided-education system between feeble-minded children and other
similar-aged normal children brought about mutual advantages. Further, they also firmly
believed that they could teach the feeble-minded children based on their indivisualities.

However, they could not achieve this objective due to shortage of funds.



